At Eastern Markot's stalls, Indian jewelry catches the eyes of Elinor Lasiey of Los Angoles, left, and Gincy Carosi of Alexandra.
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Andquuddm-—ah “pickers” — arrive
at the crack of dawn in hopes of ferreting out
treasures as vendors unpack thefr merchan-
dise, Next come the interior decorators look-
ing for pesfect accent pdeces and collectors in
s=zrch of specific items. They're followed by
the casual shoppers and then the serlous bar-
gain hunters; the latter typically visit kate in
the day when the best chance exists to nego-
tiateprheredndxmmthselhswbodnﬂr
er unload a gewgaw than repack it.

But whatever your interest level, one of the
greatest atlractions is the free “entertain-
ment” a fica market experience can provide,
from vendors who are total characters to
items wacky beyond belief, sach as the strang-
est thing Rinker has ever seen at a flea markedt.

*The British stuff their pets,” he says; ac-
cordingly, venues such as the famous Porto-
bello Road market in London include booths
of taxidermied dogs, cats, birds — even mon-
keys. Regulations prohibit sales of such items
here, but US. flea marketers can still find
wonderfully weird surprises, such as Rinker's
Atlantic City souvenir thermometer moust-
od on & turkey’s foot!

“If it 2in't fun, why go?" he says. “Ht ought
to be a laughable experience from the time
vou get there to the time you go home, and
whenever you talk about it

With their personable vendors and wide
varieties of goods - not to mention choice
locations fext to popular retail and restau
rant districts — loczl flea markets really do
offer the potential for hours of entertain-
ment, even for nonshoppars. Visitors can
converse with antigues dealers who double
as art detectives, jearo about retad] amange-
ments that support women 1 anderdeved

jeannette Carson, left, of Chillum browses (hrough items 2t ¢ 12 of many beoths at Eastern
Uarkat, while Jose 'h Tate “rovides musical accomo animent on 1’5 alto saxophone.



Cood waather oftan lures shoppers searching for

oped countries, or simply sit back and listen
to a street performer blow a hom for the
sheer joy of making music. Still, who can re-
sist at least a peck at cartons filled with vin-
and "60s dresses, or glass cases cluttered with
rhinestone (or are they diamond?) brooches?

EASTERN MEDITATIONS

Even on a gloomy Sunday moming punctu-
ated by sudden, random cdoudbursts, dozens
of vendors show up to peddle colorful, exotic
wares at the internationally flavored Flea
Market at Eastern Market.

“I’s probably one of the most diverse mar-
kets in the country, if not the world,” says
Tom Rall, who has managed the weekly mar-
ket since 1984, What started out as vendors
from five states hawking antiques and collect-
ibles evolved into a multicultural market-
place featuring goods from five continents.

“We're the [city’s] kargest outdoor market,
and we're also the largest that operates year-
round,” be says. The venue, which sets up at
Hine Junior High School’s playground and
parking lot across the street from the historic |
Eastern Mirket's South Hall food building :
and Market 5 Gallery, can accommodate 175 ;
vendors, and Rall has a waiting list of 600 ex-

hibitors. :

“We have a great mix of products that are 3
mostly handmade,” he says of the market. Ven- 2
dors also display their offerings right outside =
the market buildings; there, alto sax player Jo- 3
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good deals - used items and new ;eces.
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work.” Vendors such as Mcses Camara spe-

calize in seibing hand-carved pleces from
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“Every winter I go to Mali to get supplics,
and I just got back two weeks ago.” he says,
standing amid his displays of wedding masks,
2 sculpture by Mali's native Dogon people,
games and intricate mats, some of which cost
hundreds of dollars,

Vendor Javid Mzhajan also returned re
cently from an overseas baying trip. His busi-
ness specializes in han 1;cmbm{derod jnd.;et;_
shawls. bedspreads and curtedns, provi "1
iving wages for the w
them in Kashmir

MM , i

“We support whole villages of people that
are textile makers, especially- during - the
Christraas season,” be says. -

THE FLEA MARKET AT EASTER N MARKET -
Seventh Street and North Cacolina Averue SE. Metro
Eastern Market. Free, limited, cne-hour parking in kot
adiacen 1o Eastern Market South Mal.
703-534-7612. www.eastenmarket.nel. Open
Sundays 10 to 5 except Dec. 25. Free.

Annandale freelance wriler Mary Jane
Solomon, a frequent Weekend contributor,
secreches flaa mavkets for the game Hep Pal
Thers's a Goal on the Roof and her
Lomg-dost mechanical conducling duck tos
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he Capitol Hill district of Washington, DC is home
10 such hallowed institutions as the US Capitol,
Supreme Court and Library of Congress. But the
famed neighborhood of marble federal buildings
and brick townhouses also boasts another
Washington treasure: Eastern Market,
Every weekend, Washingtonians-inthe-know head 10 the Eastern
Market's historic food hall and nearby grounds to enjoy the sights,
sounds and smells of the bustling food, arts and flea markets
While most 10nirists stick £ the district’s shopping mainstays, these
unique vendors provide some of DC's best shopping experiences.
Mariketgoers come Jooking for one-of-a-kind treasures among the
hundreds of artisans and vendors who sal! everything from antique

furniture, carpets, prints and African masks to contemporary
, fine jewelry, fresh fruits and Maryland-style crabxakes

it they aleo come simply to scak in the atmosphere, which

cultures, creeds and pol

kely to encounter a stiver-haired senator

Virginia apples xs 3 dreacdlocked peace activist looking through

rack of revolutionary literature, Eastern Marke

experience that can’t be

tiers an autaenhic Knd Of ShOPpIng

ber display of purses macde with beaded hancles attached to the
cavers of old books, including such classics as The Bobbiey Tusing

“Unlike a mall, where everything is just sort of cooldeutter-the
same, these are all artsts who are abwiys doing new things,” suays
Phallipe. “It's not shipped from Hong Kong or “Made in China'. You
couldn't get something from Eastern Market elsewhere.”

Celebrating two decades of unique offerings, the weekend markets
have grown quickly over the years and recently started running yeas-
round. The markets, which operate under different management on
Saturdays and Sundays, draw some of Washingion’s Lirgest crowds
outside of the National Mall ané museums. A typical weekend will

see 15,000 people pass through each day, says Tom Rall, manager of

the Sunday Flea Market and an original market founder.

He remembers 3 very different scene in 1984, when only a
handful of vendors set up stalls next 10 the bums sleeping in the
Market doorways. “1 used 10 advertise that we had exhibitors from

five states,” says Rall of the carly days. “With
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I was advertising that they came from five continents.”
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A good place to start your multinational n
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EASTERN MARKET

Eastern Market, Washington, DC
Seventh St.SE. between Pennsylvania Aw
and North Carolina Ave. SE

veasternmarket.net

color photographs of rosychecked children from the highlands of
Tibet and Nepal,

A stroll under the green. metal canopy alongside Eastern Market's
eastern side will take you past stalls of books, beads, furniture, antique
maps and bins of plump apples, tomatoes, pears, argaric vegetables
and beautiful flowers. Irresistible samples of the glistening produce
and cther edibles are displayed to tempt the hungry, A woman selling
glaed almonds and pecans doles out muts to waiting hands, often
reminding happy munchers to “share them with your friends”.

Standing nearby is hot sauce proprietor Brennan Proctor (phctured
above), who is making a national name for
himself with his “Uncle Bruths® brand of hot
suces. The Washington native developed the
recipe 15 years ago on a workplace bet 1o see
who could make the best bot wings. Today, it's
his full time job.

“This has been a wonderful springboard to
launch the products,” says Proctor as he offers a
flavorful sample on a tortilla chip. “The diversity
of the crowd, you get people from all over.”

A few stalls down is painter Dan Kessler,
who is known internationally for his signature
renderings of the Texas state flag and 2 brightly
colored red dog with an apple on its head

“When 1 started out, | was doing strictly
abstract painting,” says Kessler. “1f you said 1 was
goirg to be daing anything remotely cutesy like these things, I would
have said you were crazy. But they took on a Life of their own.”

Ingide the market's South Hall a2 very different scenc awaits
beneath a soaring ceiling that dangles with hundreds of lines holding
up pipes. lights and other infrastructure. Built in 1873 as pan of
the city’s post-Civil War urbanization effort, Eastern Market is the
rating local food market in Washington

pes
The food vendors today sell fresh meats, fish, produce

oldest connur -.:-'_nxs‘

prepared tems, in

The original art deco
and art nouveau
pieces depict a

way of life that is
curious now. There
are smoking ads that
are using doctors
endorsing cigarettes.

South Hall: Tues-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 8am-d4pm.
Market 5 Gallery: Tues-Fri llam-5pm, Sat-Sun 8am-5pm.
Market Festival and Art and Crafts Fair: Sat 10am-5pm.
The Flea Market at Eastern Market: Sun 10am-5pm.

Parking is available on side streets, The Eastern Market
Subway Station serves Blue Line and Orange Line Trains.

glazed thrown pots, handmade incense sticks, ceiling panels and
school desks from the "7os, complete with scratched Formica tops
and hospital-green legs.

Jin Borland, aka “The Print Man®, sells thousands of antique
prints, engravings, maps ané mic-2cth century ads. Magazine ads
from the "20s, "j0s and "40s are always a hot seller, he reckons.

“The original art deco and art nouveau pieces are attractive as ant
decorative objects and they also depict a way I life thal is curous
now,” says Borland. “There are smoling advertisements that are
using doctors endorsing cigarettes.”

Carpet dealer Ghulam Qalandri stands
among the colorfil handmade Afghan carpets
pinned along the outside of a tennis court
fence. The big carpets, with amazingly detailed
designs, sell for up to $1.300, but the smaller
ones are 3 bargain at $a5. Hanging on the fence
next to Qalandri’s carpets are dozens of antique
and contemporary African masks from such
countries as the Congo and Ivory Coast. One
grimacing mask sells for $45 a celebration
mask goes for $8;5.

Shoppers are welcoms 10 try and bargain with
vendors over prices, but Mike Burzynsid says
his antique oak furniture is already priced well
below what it would fetch in an antique shop

“1 say o shoppers, ‘Look at my prices. Go
elsewhere and compare and then come back and buy.' Nine times out
of ten, they do ust that”
day
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Tom Rall Knows Eastern Market Has a Niche

BY SHIRLEY SEROTSKY

A trip to Eastern Market on a fair
weathered Sunday offers up a smot-
Rasbord for the senses,

The aroma of fish fry and crab
cakes mingling with the sent of
patchouli oll and lavender soap. The
sound of a vendos bargaining with a
savvy customer, strugghing 1o be
heard over a walling infans clad
entireldy In Baby Gap, dangling from
mom's neck while Mo and Dad
greet the neighbors they haven't seen
since, well, Jast Sunday at the masket,
The sight of bleary eyed Hill staffers
attempting 10 cure last night’s hang-
overs with greasy food and coffee
dodging roddy-faced Midwentermen
. clutching tour books and cameras.
And the colars—the beilliant hues of
watercolors and boaks and photo-
graphs and vintage clothing and
antiqque buresus and African masks.
And the people—{aces of every possi-
ble shade and tone,

It wasn't always that way.

In 1983, when Tom Rall began to
sell his antsques and collectibies at
the Market 0o Suntlays, “t was peet.
ty much atundoned, [f vou tock a
boneling ball and rolled it from one
endd of the muarket, underneath the
canogpy, (to the other) it would have
rolled all the way to Nocth Cagoling
(Ave.) from Pennsylvania (Ave.).”
Toen explding Tey that today, and
you'd probably have a lawsult on
your hands.

As for people, "Alkcohodics slept in
the doorways,” be recalls. That was
pretty much it

And yet Tom saw potential in the
location. The market was a theee
minute walk from the Eastern
Market Metro stog, and in the early
"80s there was a Safcway on the
Block that genesated a decent
amount of foor traffic. So when John
Harrod, propeietor of Masket Five
Gallery on Seventh Street, invited
him to stast selling his wares on
Sundays, Tom was willing to try it
After all, he had been hoating auc-
tions at Market Five since 1951, and
was aleeady making the tzek from his
Shenandoah Valley stose 1o the
District every Sunday to sell at the
Georgetown Antigus Market. Tom
Gecrded he would alternate Sundays
between Georgetown and the Hill.
Many weeks he was the only vendor
at the Capitod Hil location.

Mo bafer WALV

Bt that wosildn't last long, Not if
Tom had anything to do with it

The Early Years

Al the end of that first yeas, Tom
proposed, “to take over manage-
ment” Johin agreed to the plan,
Tom'’s first arder of business was
clear - attzact mose dealens, He took
out ads kn every local publication he
could track down, *The Washington
Post, the City Paper, the Blade, all of
them.” and pouted ads seeking deal-
ers In many of the regional antique
journals, His focus on the antique
community concurred with his orig-
1l vision for the masket, which was
a logical extension of his own pas.
stotrs, “My indtial viskon was an
antique and collectibles market,”
remembers Tom,

But 1t didn’t quite turn out that
way. “The arts and crafts dealers
were alreadly there, and many
wished to display on Sundays as
well,” he savs. So Tom's concepilon
of the market did what any great
Hea must do to survive, It evolved,
By the weason’s end, Sunday”s regular
dealers formed a seedling of what
the market Doasts today — an ecbec-
thc mix of craftspeople, jewelers, fine
atisty, ancd antique Jdealers,

Tom's mnovations had produced
dealers from five states, That inchad-
¢d Tomn's own stomping grouncs of
bucolic Virginia. “1 always thought
that an urban market could be an
outlet for ruzal antsque dealers,” Tom
muses. And, as seems 0 be the case
with most of Toan's instinces, he was
right, Soon, the market proved to be
an outlet for dealers from farther
reaches than simply oatside the
Beltway, By the time Use Sunday
Market was nearing its tenth
anniversary, Tom boasts, “We had
dealers from five continents!*

An Accidental Antique-r
To heat him talk abowt the antique
and collectibles business, you would
think that Tom entered this woeld
with an auctioneer's gavel In his
right hand and a pricing gulde in the
Jeft. But that is far from the stony
Tom tells. He wasn't bom into the
antique business at all, but rather
found it by accident )

“l came to Washington as a

Aropout newspapes reportes,” Tor
admits sheepishly. “My first job start.
ed the day after a man walked on the
moon!” Tom's history in woed-
smithéng doesn't come as a suzpeise.
He b flercely articulate, and one of
those rare Individuals who can lay
out a complete thought without so
much as a pause. But when 2 e on
the beat didn't pan out, Tom's career
path 200k the first of many sharp
tusns when he started working for
the Methodist Chuech. “The liberal
arm of the Methodist charch,” Tom
stresses. “Our bullding was right
acroas from the Supreme Couan,”

Bt these were the sixties, and i
you weren't part of the solution, you
were part of the problem, and if you
weze working for the establishament,
you were definitely part of the prob-
kem, 50 Tom stepped out. “I wasa
hippy,” he explains emphatically, “1
made a consclentious decision to live
as an ndependent in society, so | &
odd jobs, walted tables, but, well, |
atill ad an apartnsent to fusnish.”

As any of us know only too well,
fuznishing an apartmont is a feat on
any salary, let alone 2 bohemian.
hippy-waiter salary, Tom: didn't have
much cholce. Instead of hitting one
of the depaztment stores that weee
popping up all over the suburbs dur
ing the sixties, he hit the auctions
an! flea markets well outside of city
limits. Soon he was hooked. “1
thought, Hey—~this is fun!”and so |
ot into the antiques business.™

A Fascinating Collection
But wdentifying someone as an

mnru-adakr is ebout as specific
as uylng Oomeone isa .hﬂoc, with a
range of specialties nearly as vast,
Tom didn't find his own niche in the
antique world until, *about six or
seven yeass ago.” That was when e
started his collection of *Photo.
graplic Lantern Sikdes ™ A precuanor
10 the slides we know from the ever-
popalar 1970 slide show, “lantem
Ahdes™ were actually positive images
inscribed on postcard-sized glass
shdes. They were projected onto a
screen, with the resulting lkeness
magnified to many times its actual
size, through the use of “magik
Rnterns,” instruments that predate
the slide projector by nearly theee
centuries. Even befose the advent of
eleciricity, lanterns peojected insages
using limelight (the light that is pro-
duced when lime and oxygen ase
Burned, and is recognized for 1ts role
in the evolution of stage lighting). In
the late nineteenthh century, magh
lanterns were in high fashson as an
offshoot of the newly popular art of
photography, They were used for
projections of religious art, for carly
andmarions and to achieve visual
tricks that resembled the carliest
conception of the moticn picture,
which was invented in 1895,

“It was an overicoked genre of

photography,” Tom explaing, “Sol
took that on with the idea that |
would help make the market, and
that I'd become an expert on i6." It
strikes me then that when Tom
deaades 1o do something, he does it
fully. “Now Sothebys refers clients to
me, andd 1 write a column about
(lantem slides), and here at Eastern
Market you can see the largest selec-
tion of slides for sale anywhere in
the workd.”

I can practically hear Tom glowing
with pride on the other end of the
telephone wizes that separate us,
Tom is not 2 man who does any-
thing in a small way. Which is prob>
ably why the Eastern Magket fica
market is now one of the moat echec-
tic and unique open-air markets in
the nation. And as of late, one of the
most famous.

National Acclaim
“In July of 2001 we had our five min-
utes of national fame when we were
featured in a FES Documentary, A
Flea Muarker Decurerntary. The show
was a tribte 1O open sir matkets
aczoas the country, of which we were
the smallest, But | thank we were
chasen because we are also one of
the most diverse markets in the
country. And ,of course, I'm real
proud of that,” he wys

When 1 ask Tom If he has seen the
documentary, | realize that this s a
silly question. “Seen 1t?" he asks, as
M he has not quate heard me right.
“We own several copies.” It was this
national publicity that finally and
truly put Eastern Market on the map.
“Even now when the shyow airs
because PBS has an open time slot, |
get calls from people all over the
country, saying, ‘l wasin (.olm.\do
and | saw you!'™

As the visibality of the market
increased, so did its popularity. As
faz s dealens go, they hunve had 1o
keep a waiting list for Sunday spaces
since the PBS show figst aised. And
when it commes to visitors? Nowa-
days, no trip to the District is com-
plete without a trip to the Sunday
marker. “We've become something
of a tourist attraction. Initially 20-
50% of the shoppers were Capitol
Hill people, bat now they e literally
comung from all over the country.
People love to show it off, and we
lonve 1o Le there!™ Toen chiuckles.
Judging from the variety of lan-
guages one hears around the market,
they aze coming from all over the
workd. And that's a pretty amazing
thing for a relatively provinctal ex-
hippy like Tom Rall. “I came from a
Little town in Appalachia. To me, it's
1ike the United Nations every
Sunday?*

Bt the greatest accomplishment of
the market is not its national recog-
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Flea Market Opens
Doors to Retailing
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Flea Market Opens Doors to Retailing
By Martha McNeil Hamilon
Washington Post Staff Writer

Sagi Levi can be found Sundays at the Eastern Market
Flea Market on Capitol Hill talking attentively to shoppers
attracted by his colorful Moroccan wares -- exotic home
furnishings that include brightly colored tile-topped tables
and chairs, intricately decorated pottery and inlaid and
polished camel-bone-framed mirrors.

For shoppers who want 10 see more than Levi is able to
display in the 10-by-20-foot space that he occupies, the
young Israeli immigrant hands out his card and an invitation
to visit his warchouse-a larger, poorly lit space in the back
of a small industrial building, stacked precariously high
with more goods.

What Levi is doing at the flea market is following in the
footsteps of many other merchants who got their start in the
playground behind Hines Junior High School, across the
street from the venerable Eastern Market.

On Saturdays and Sundays, the space is transformed into
a bazaar selling arts and crafis, used and refinished fumiture
and other merchandise. But it is not just a bazaar-the
Eastern Market Flea Market also has become a successful,
informal incubator for small businesses.

Levi began wholesaling products that he and his mother
found in Morocco, where his Mother is from. Levi soon
moved from wholesale to a stall at the flea market. Now he

hopes to open his own store soon. He has been scouting
retail locations for Moroccan Designs as he delivers prod-
ucts to other stores. Although the events of last week have
thrown new uncertainty into his plan-as they have for
many-Levi hopes he may be able to open his store next year.

“It’s a great incubator,” said Josh Briggs, who with his
wife, Sirilak “Tim™ Briggs, runs Taxco Sterling Co., a
jewelry retailer with 11 outlets in the Washington area.
Briggs and his wife had no background in retailing when
they started selling items they had bought in their travels at
the flea market in the early 1990s. Briggs was a law student
at American University who went on 1o get his degree and
worked briefly at the law firm Jones Day before devoting
himself to retailing. “The Eastern Market really is the best
training ground for a ratailer,” Briggs said. “First you learn
who your market is. You learn about your product and get
comfortable with customer service and working with
customers.”

Working there also allows a start-up company to ¢stab-
lish relationship with suppliers, and-because the overhead is
so low-use the cash flow to build up an inventory and save
to open a store, he said. A single table space costs SIS,

“It's amazing,” said Tom Rall, who holds the license for
the Sunday flea market and who sells his specialty-
photographic lantern slides-there. “It’s one of the subjects
I've been proudest of in terms of what we’ve accomplished
at the flea market.” Rall said he knew of *“at least a couple
of dozen"” established businesses that started at the Eastern



Market,

Besides Taxco, the retail businesses that got their start at
the Eastern Market include Amano, a store that specializes
in women's clothing, jewelry, shoes and gifis; Alvear Studio
Design & Imports, featuring fumnishings imported from
Mexico and the work of local and Latin American artists;
and Doolittle's, a pet-products and services store. Other
retailers that trace their roots to the flea market include Go
Mama Go!, a newly opened collection of fumiture, home
fumishings and art with an Asian accent, and the Mustard
Seed, a Bethesda clothing store,

Some of these business owners came to the flea market
with a background in retailing. Chris Alvear and partner
Francisco Pliego moved to Washington seven years ago
with the idea of creating their own business, Pliego had a
background in catering, and Alvear had worked in retail,
including a stint working on visual marketing for the
Banana Rc'public clothing company. They started out with
16 square feet of space in the Eastern Market about two
years ago, selling decorative items from Mexico. In Decem-
ber, they opened a 2400-square- foot store on Capitol Hill.

Noi Chudnoff, owner of Go Mama Go!, also was
experienced in retail when she started selling modem,
brightly colored Japanese dished and other items at the flea
market. She has worked as the manager of a children’s
clothing store in Kensington for 10 years.

She said she loved the flea market, though it had its
drawbacks. “In the winter, | made money, but | was really
cold,” she said. “In the summer, I made money, but I was
really hot.” In August she opened her store on 14th Street
NW between S and T streets. She said she chose the area
because it is diverse. *I wanted the same mix of people-
black and white, gay and straight,” similar to the clientele
that frequents the flea market, she said.

Once she secured a lease on the 14th Street space, she
and her lawyer husband invested $150,000 to fix up the
long, narrow store, now painted a sunny vellow. “I'm
willing to work hard and know retail,” she said. *'I'm Asian,
and I'm a woman, but if you want something, vou can do it.
That’s why my husband 1s called Go Mama Go!™

Chudnoft sells, among other items, some of Levi's
imports at her store. One byproduct of the Eastern Market is
the network that it creates among business operatiors, said
Chudnoft and others.

Dinah Adkins, president of the National Business Incuba-
tion Association, said that venues like the flea market, while
not business incubators in the formal sense, may provide
valuable assistance to entreprencurs starting out.

“Every time you get lots of companies together there are
opportunities for synergy,” she said. "One of the disadvan-
tages for entrepreneurs, for start-up people, is that they're
isolated.” Operating in a common space such as a flea
market allows them to share ideas and experience, she said.

Dennis Bourgault, who owns the pet-supply store
Doolittle’s on Capitol Hill, said he and co-owner Michael
Suddath wrote their business plan and applied for a Small
Business Administration loan based on their experience at
the flea market.

“We started in 1994, and we were active showing at the
Sunday market. We did that for a full year,” he said. "Based
on that, we were able to talk to people in the neighborhood
and get to know whether there was a need for another
store,” At the same time, they traveled to trade shows to
learn about what merchandise was available.

Now, seven years later, Bourgault said, a loan of about
$50,000 has been repaid, the business is profitable with
expacted revenue this year of more than $500,000 and he is
planning to move to a larger location, which will include a
self-service dog wash and expanded space for packing and
shipping operations for the company’s rapidly increasing
online sales.

Jeft and Veronica McCandless used to commute between
Chile, which is where Veronica is from, and Washington.
They began making sweaters after they moved to Santiago
in the 1980s, They had a dye shop and organized knitting
groups in poor neighborhoods, doing their own design and
production. Jeff McCandless said that he would retum to
Washington for six-week stints, selling the sweaters at the
Eastern Market and at | 7th and K streets NW.

After they moved back to Washington area, they
expanded the range of products they sold and opened
Amano Inc., their store in Takoma Park, four years ago.

“We have no background in retailing,” said Jeff McCand-
less, a former cabinet maker who used to help restore
houses on Capitol Hill. “It’s the last thing we would have
imagined ourselves doing, but we ended up in Chile, and by
the process of elimination came up with that,”

McCandless said the store has been profitable from the
day it opened. "It worked out great,” he said.

Gayle Herrman and Derek Kennedy were young, fearless
and broke when they started selling used clothing on the
streets and later at the Eastern Market and Bethesda Farm
Women's Market, Herrman said. Now they sell new and
used clothing at their Bethesda store, The Mustard Seed,
which opened seven years ago, now has eight workers and
occupies about 2,000 square feet.

“It started our business, really,” Herrman said of the flea
l::grkct experience. "It gave us the freedom to try some-
thing.”




capital

by Jeff Sypeck

n woekends in Washington, D.C.. when the lights of

Capitol Hill offices dim and darken. most of the

world tumns its attention elsewhere. But a few blocks

away. in a bedoved, weather-beaten building.

balchers bakers artists and cralispeope prepare for
a typical weekend al the neighborhood's true focal point:
Eastern Market.

The tall red building, » picturcsque combinaion of high
Halianaie windows amd solid, sturdy brickwork, slands proms.-
nently amoag the row houses and nnrrow. cim-ined strects of
Capited Hill. It's casy 10 find: From the Metro's Eastern Market
station on the Blue and Orange line (from Undon Station, take
the Yellow line to L'Enfam Plazs and transfer o cither the Blue
or Orange ling), just follow the steady strcam of peoplc on any
wockend morning (o this bustiing landmark-—home 10 more
than 2 century of Washington history.

After the Civil War, when the city of Washingion faced
great pressure 10 urbanize or risk losing its role as the seal of the



federnl government. architect Adolph Cluss was called on Lo
design a city-wide market system. Eastern Market. built in
1873, was an immediate success. In fact, an addition to the
building's northera end in 1905 was necessary 10 expand the
markct space. But by the 19305 the market was unable to
compete with commercial grocery chains and a shonsighted
real-cstale market labeled Capitol Hill's charming row bous-
¢s as hopelessly dated. The northern room was abandoned,
and shortly after World War 11. Washinglon's other markets
closed forever. Eastern Market monaged 10 survive. but just
barely. Today it's very nearly a monument, the only remnant
of amcbelium Washington's impressive market system.

I's also the oldest comtinuously operating market in the
city and. to the delight of Capitol Hill residents and hundreds
of visitors cach weekend. it's thriving. The indoor food
markel is open every day except Monday. and the weekends
bring crowds 10 wander among the tables and stalls of the
arca’s largest and most unusual flea market,

Easlern Market caters to cvery taste. whether you're
looking for a ten-pound tub of fresh chitterlings or choice
cus of wikl boar. There's very little you can’t find under
the market’s kofly eciling: imported cheeses. seafood, fresh

produce, are powliry—as well as other unique offerings.

“They sell some crazy fish over there,” savs one young
butcher. momentarily dropping his world-weary pose from
behind a counter full of pigs’ cars and a befty cut of meat
definitively Inbeled “pig butl-end.” “Over there.” he whispers.
looking &t the Moor and gesturing somewhere between the
door and the coilimg, “someonc told me they sell Bahimore

(comtinwed on page 37)

et

elsewhere on the

east coast...

Maryland:

Lexington Market

S0W. Lexdngion Streel,
Batimorce, Maryland

O of Baliendn's saveral
eacefiont markes, Lesington Madut
offers loesh 1004 from mose thun
40 food stalls, a5 well 25 vresesl
evonts such 23 a2 ico cream lestival
and a0 danedd cab race. Open
Mondzy Geough Satenday.
&30am ~600pm.

e lezingtonssadat con

Delaware:

Bargain Biii's Flea Market and
Antique Mall

Lawsed, Desvware

Adore than 300 vendors od e best
dam pirza on the shere.” Open o
yec, Fridey 8 .~ 4 pm, Satardey
ad undaybam -Spm

wrw Sesmariets comvbangainbills

Pennsyivania:

Reading Teemingl Markot

1265 and hech Steets.

Phladeiphia, Pereryhasia

A popubar toudst attraction Seatusing
ceafts, S peodioce, Amith pecialtier
and more thas B) veadons in 2 190
omitary bulkdng,

T304 905 pa: some vendors are
open aF week.

wwwphilyitaiaamartet.com

Remndnger's Antique and
Farmers Mariet

740 Noble Swest,

Kutstown, Perenyghvanis
Established In 1355, this market offers
fresh meat 974 baked goods fom
el Amish meschasts aad ae

tondsione sakesman. Friday Y0 aum. -
7 pum, Sotrday £ am -4 pn R
Ttew thriw-diry weokeadk i Aol
Jare and Seprembec mone Ban

00 the madket for one of te rgnt
owidoor antique 20d collectibles
extraviganias o the Eat Cosst.

VW TETTIOORrS. 00N

New Jersey:

Englishteram Auction

and Market
90'Wikson Ave., just west of Route 9
Englhaown, N

Flea Markot

Rouse 40, Plesgrove, New Jeciey
Some 400 dealers year-sound,
Toesdays a0d Satordays—and on
Sounday sights from May teough
Septeendec the cldest roded on the
East Coasn!

New York:

Union Square Greenmarket
Farmars’ Market

Usios Square, Becadmary between
14th and ' 7th Suees, New Yock Gty
The Ligest ané ment farnses of Newy
York's many open-alr markets, Unice
Scuare is 2 mecca Sor Manhamanites
secking fresh foods, jass, Sowers,
wise, baked goods and onganic
peoduce. Iy 3ko 3 great place 10
boovse for used books. Opan Meaday

Massachusetts:
Brinficld’s Heart-OThe Man
.“. m’

More $hae &,000 antiques and
collecider dowens comwrge on Bk
small, Move England towe for ooe
wreek i May. Joly and Septemdes—
3 phanOmtnds that 235 evin been
stadhied by the Smathsonian
lesSttion
mwm
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